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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine the participation of community leader and citizens as well as the factors
relating to the development of a strong community of Nonsoong-Namkam Municipality, Muang District, Udon
Thani Province. The data were collected by using questionnaires, non-participation observation and documents.
Data collection was gained from community leaders and citizens. The SPSS Program was used for processing the
data analysis. The study result was indicated in a quantitative and descriptive format. The study found that
community leader and citizens indicated that the community development is the responsibility of every person
in the community. The participation must be involved from the start of all activities and during the
implementation throughout the evaluation. Additionally, they must participate and share ideas through the
community platform, the meeting of making community plan, and the gathering in acquiring necessary supports

from related agencies. Moreover, they should be trained by both local and external officers. Pattern of



community leaders in participation was expressed in terms of decision-making, managing and monitoring the plan
while the citizens follow the plan but with their own decision. The benefits gained were an ability to resolve
community problems and more cooperation from citizens to participate in development planning. This also
entails more government funding. Factors related the development of a strong community were pointed out that
individual factors such as gender, age, profession, income and educational level were less important than
participation of community leaders and citizens, social support, beliefs, custom and culture, and support from
government and private. In conclusion, this study will be beneficial for stakeholders in developing a strong
community as the guideline for understanding the participation of community leaders and citizens. Furthermore,
this study can be applied to examine similar study in other communities.

Keywords: community, participation, development of a strong community
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